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COA History on Display 
 
The Library gathered historical items to display during the recent 
celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Mississippi Court of 
Appeals in January.  While not exhaustive, the display aimed to 
showcase the Court’s early days and members, remember those 
Judges who have since passed, and honor those currently serving.   

 
Below is a sampling of items (1993-1995) displayed along with links 

in the event you’d like to read further. 
 
Editorial: Appellate court for Mississippi is a necessity, Sun Herald, 
April 01, 1993.  
Back on the street: State needs a Court of Appeals, Scott County 
Times, March 31, 1993. 
Appeals court badly needed in state, says Justice Roberts, The 
Clarksdale Press Register, February 02, 1994. 
Lawmakers OK intermediate court, Clarion-Ledger, March 31, 1993 
 

 

LETTERS FROM THE LIBRARY 
NEWSLETTER OF THE STATE LAW LIBRARY OF MISSISSIPPI 
“There shall be … a library … known as the state library” 

An Act to provide for a State Library – General Laws, 1838 

August 2025 

In This Issue 

COA Display   1 
New Books  5 
1926 Court  7 
Robertson  8 
 

 
State Library Hours 

 
Monday – Friday 

8am – 5pm 
 

Library Staff 

Stephen Parks – State 
Librarian 
sparks@courts.ms.gov 

 
Casandra Noel – 
Catalog Librarian 
cnoel@courts.ms.gov 

 
LaTavius Jackson – 
Reference Librarian 
ljackson@courts.ms.gov 

 
Russell Patterson – 
Circulation Librarian 
russell.patterson@courts.
ms.gov 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/sun-herald/171909927/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/scott-county-times/171910089/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-clarksdale-press-register/171910190/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/clarion-ledger/162403187/
mailto:sparks@courts.ms.gov
mailto:cnoel@courts.ms.gov
mailto:ljackson@courts.ms.gov
mailto:russell.patterson@courts.ms.gov
mailto:russell.patterson@courts.ms.gov
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The Winona Times, June 02, 1994  The Clarion-Ledger, October 27, 1994 

 
  Enterprise-Journal, August 21, 1994   The Vicksburg Post, June 06, 1994 
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Sun Herald, November 06, 1994   The Webster Progress-Times, March 09, 1994 

 
10 judges sworn-in for new appeals court, The Clarion Ledger, January 04, 1995 
New Court of Appeals breaks up legal logjam, Sun Herald, February 24, 1995 
Court begins tackling task, The Greenwood Commonwealth, January 04, 1995 
 

 
New court of appeals ready to tackle backlog of cases, The Clarksdale Press Register, January 04, 1995 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/clarion-ledger-10-judges-sworn-in-for-ne/167903534/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/sun-herald-coa-history/153732722/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-greenwood-commonwealth-court-begins/162485287/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-clarksdale-press-register-new-court/162190553/
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The Mississippi Lawyer, Vol. 39, No. 6, June-July 1993 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Opinion, issued February 07, 1995 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/jsp/Desktop/FirstCOA.pdf
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New Publications acknowledge Library for 
its Assistance 
 
Two books published within the last year include the State Law Library in their Acknowledgments for the 
Library staff’s assistance in providing reference services. 
 

 
Reconstruction in Mississippi, 1862-1877, by Jere 
Nash (2025).  The Library’s collection of legislative 
journals and older Mississippi Codes were utilized 
by Nash. 
 
From University Press of Mississippi: 
 
“Throughout the ten-year period following the end 
of the Civil War, Mississippians responded to 
broader movements in the country, to changes in 
the national and international economy, and to 
congressional and presidential initiatives as they 
worked to recover from the devastation of war 
and pursue new expressions of freedom. 
Reconstruction in Mississippi, 1862–1877 is a 
compelling account of how Black Mississippians 
embraced this freedom and how white 
Mississippians could not. 
 
Recording the mechanics of how the Confederate 
states were allowed to resume representation in 
Congress, the restoration of civil governments, and 
the political freedoms the formerly enslaved 
people acquired, Reconstruction in Mississippi, 
1862–1877 documents the ways economic 
freedoms, such as the acquisition of land and the 

negotiation of fair labor contracts, evolved. Jere Nash begins this exploration with how the formerly 
enslaved men and women changed the political landscape for Abraham Lincoln by taking matters into 
their own hands as the Union Army moved into Mississippi in 1862. Nash then traces the federal 
occupation of the state, the adoption of the infamous Black Codes by the state legislature in 1865, the 
drafting and approval of the new constitution in 1869, the selection of the first two Black men ever to 
serve in the United States Senate, and the use of terror and fraud by white Democrats to steal the 
election of 1875 and regain political power. Reconstruction in Mississippi, 1862–1877 is a detailed and 
comprehensive history of this turbulent and eventful era in Mississippi.” 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.upress.state.ms.us/Books/R/Reconstruction-in-Mississippi-1862-1877#:~:text=%22In%20Reconstruction%20in%20Mississippi%2C%201862,story%20in%20its%20national%20context.
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Beyond the Green Widow: Consequences of the 
Piney Woods Creek Murders of 1921, by Juanita 
Green Hollinghead and Sherye S. Green (2024).  
Referred to the Library by former Justice Randy 
Pierce, Green, with the Library’s assistance, 
researched the laws in place at the time of the 
Piney Woods Creed Murders.   
 
From Sunbury Press:  
 
“Prohibition began as a well-intentioned and 
earnest effort by politicians and temperance 
movement leaders to stem the tide of evils 
threatening Americans due to the use of alcohol. 
However, none could have envisioned how 
differently and disastrously the period would end. 
Former President Herbert Hoover referred to 
Prohibition as "the great social and economic 
experiment." The good intentions inspiring these 
thirteen years were juxtaposed with the rise of 
the very criminal acts that the Volstead Act sought 
to curtail.  
 
The evils of the Prohibition period rocked the 
citizens of two sleepy little Mississippi towns, 
Leakesville and Richton, to their cores. U.S. 
Treasury Special Agent Jacob "Jake" Francis Green 
and Richton Town Marshal Lawrence Dunnam were gunned down on April Fool's Day of 1921 when 
attempting to shut down an illegal moonshine still and arrest its operators. Little did the officers know 
that four men were waiting to murder them. Someone had tipped off the moonshiners. From that day 
on, the trajectory of the lives of members of these two families took a markedly different path.  
 
As Jake Green's youngest grandchild, author Juanita Green Hollinghead’s quest for the truth led her on a 
journey of discovery that became her life's mission. The facts she has uncovered are astounding as she 
brings to life this riveting account of the true-crime event that shaped her family’s history. Perhaps 
other survivors want to understand better the process of how and where to find clues to the truth of 
their families' tragic events.” 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.sunburypress.com/products/beyond-the-green-widow?variant=42944606994525
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Court Custom a Century Ago 
As the United States Supreme Court’s term winds down each June, ScotusBlog.com sees an uptick in 

web traffic on Opinion days.  While oral arguments are livestreamed, SCOTUS has, for now, not adopted 

livestreaming of Opinion announcments.  To hear the pronouncement of Opinions, one would have to 

be inside the Supreme Court chambers. 

Our Mississippi Supreme Court, at one time, also announced Opinions from the bench.  Here is an 

historical sketch from the Clarion Ledger, May 21, 1926. 

     

 

 

 

 

https://www.scotusblog.com/
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Jimmy Robertson Collection 
The family of the late Justice James L. 

Robertson has donated items to the 

Library.  Items include pictures, 

correspondence, newsclippings, and much 

more from Robertson’s time as editor of 

the Daily Mississippian, Harvard law 

student, Ole Miss law professor, and 

member of the Mississippi Supreme Court.   

The Library plans to digitize certain items 

and make available online. 

Right: Newly sworn-in Justice Robertson 

takes his place among his colleagues 

(1983). 

Below: Members of the Mississippi 

Supreme Court in the Old Supreme Court 

Chambers, Mississippi Capitol. 
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Above: Letter from Sr. Patricia Landreman congratulating Robertson on his appointment (1983). 


